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the Countess of Blessington's " Journal of Conversa-
tions with Lord Byron." The long and intimate
friendship of Bulwer with Lady Blessington was so
important to both of them, and the parties to it were
in their different ways so prominent and influential
in the London of the 'thirties and 'forties, that it has
seemed better to treat as an independent theme and
in a separate volume x a Story which of itself virtually
constitutes the Story of a literary and social epoch.
Here it is sufficient to note that Bulwer, who firSt met
Lady Blessington late in 1831, had by midsummer
1832 progressed so rapidly in acquaintance with her as
to secure for his magazine the undeniable " scoop " of
her Byronian journal. The instalments ran inter-
mittently until December 1833, appeared in book form
in 1834, and were even more successful as a volume
than they had been as items in a magazine,

No other serial feature on the scale of Lady Blessing-
ton's Journal and from an outside contributor was
published while Bulwer edited the New Monthly.
Several shorter items were notable. Disraeli's Ixion
in Heaven appeared in two instalments in December
1832 and February 1833 ; there were signed contribu-
tions in prose and verse by John Gait, Mrs, Gore,
Mrs. Hemans and Isaac Disraeli; there were anony-
mous miscellanea, the authorship of which can only
partially be established; but the predominant contents
of the paper (predominant in importance and not far
from predominant in amount) were written by the
editor himself.

As one of the appendices to this book, a schedule
is given of those items published in the twenty-two
numbers of Bulwer's New Monthly, whose authorship
can with pradtical certainty be ascribed to him. That
this schedule is quite complete cannot be guaranteed;
but it is already sufficiently impressive as a record of
1 Cf. the announcement at the end of the present volume.